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PREFATORY NOTE \ 


This is the fourth of a series of reports to be issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics presenting results secured from new 
enumerative sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The 
surveys were planned and conducted under the general direction of 
Conrad Taeuber, Office of the Chief, by a Bureau-wide Committee with 
Louis J. Ducoff as chairman. Members of the Wage Project Committee 
are as follows: Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, 
Charles A. Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. 
Houseman, Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agricultural Statisticians 
cooperated in conducting the field operations of the survey. 


The surveys include collection of information on wages and 4 
wage rates of all workers hired on a national sample of 20,000 farms : 
during three specified weeks during the year. This report presents 
the information obtained in the first of the national surveys which 
covered the third week of March 1945. In addition to reports on the 
national surveys, other reports are being issued on wages of seasonal 
labor in special crop areas of various States. 
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“ORS AND “7 GE RATES OF HIRED FARM “.ORKERS, UNITED STATES AND 
MAJOR REGIONS, MARCH 18-24, 1945 


Summary | 


i _ During the third week of March, 715,000 farms in the United States were 
oe employing a-total of 1,633,000 hired ea eunecne according to a nation-wide 
; enumerative sample survey made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. ‘This was 
the first of three national surveys made in 1945 to obtain information on wages 
i and wasze rates of agricuitural labor. More than four-fifths of the farms with 
ae hired la*>or had only one or two hired workers during the week, although these 
yp farms had less than half of the total number of hired workers employed. 
| Hired farm workers received an average of 35 centS an hour in, cash wages .an 
. ‘the week of March 18-24, 1945. Hourly tages were generally higher on the larger 
farms which cus tomarily use more hired jabor. On farms With a. wage bill of less 
than 500 in the oreceding year only 24 cents per hour was en to hired workers 
during the wreek covered by the survey, while on farms where 240,000 or more had 
been paid for labor in the preceding year, 49 cents per hour was paid. 


Over 90 percent of’ the hired farm workers. in March were males. In every 
region except the ‘est, the hourly eash wages of the relatively small number of 
female workers equaled or exceeded the average for males. The reason for this 
was tnat a greater proportion of the women were doing types of work paid at 
hourly or piece rates which generally yield higher earnings than other rates. 


In the South, more than half of the hired farm workers were nonwhite, — 
compared with about 5 percent in the other regions of the country. “ihite workers 
averaged 2 cents an hour more in cash wages than nonvihite workers in the South, 

“but in every other region the averace for nowwhité workers “as hiprhcr then for 
White workers. 

Ba ‘ 

“Among hired men not employed in crews, those aged 35 to 44 had the highest 
hourly cash wages. “jages paid men between the ages of 45 and 64 were next 
Yoiehest, and were above those paid men aged 18 to 34 in evcry region. Men over 

65 averaged waecs 80 percent as high as those aged 35 to 443 eee pager 18 
avereged a little less than men 65 and over. 


SR. 


A Over half of the hired trorkers on the farms Sia Vee Mareh were regular - 
) phends whom the farmer expected to employ for approximately 6 months or more 

a during the year. Thdse 895,000 workers were receiving lower hourly cash wages than 
“workers mured Lor. shorter periods « For ‘the Unitcd States as a ‘hholc, the "regular" 
: “farm hand avcraged 32 cents cash 7 ages. an hdur, «chile hired "seasonal" workers 

_ employed for shorter periods averaged Ai conts an hour. . Ditfcrences within some 
PoLeune major regions were ¢rcatcr than these national avereges, because the 
Mational avcrage for scasonal ‘0x ckers was more affected by the low wage level in 
the South. The South had 63 sores ent of the scasonal workers, but only 45 percent 
Met the:regular hircd workers. In the Northeastem States, for cxample, rogular 
ee avers ped only 31 aahe in cash wages perrhour, while other hired: farm 
workers were paid an average of 50 conts an hour. r 


: Regular hircd hands worked more hours per day and more 

one farm than did the seasonal workers. They cveraged 56 hours Or 
compared with only 3a hours work pox wreck on one mee. seasonal 1 
ae penne 


a 
- 


201, Utems iene ned et eis cheno by ‘he Pakaens as well as he. pre 
longer period of employnent to offset their lower hourly cash WAgCS « pout 
percent of all regular hired hands received meals and either housing or Lod 2 
in addition to cash wages. An additional 49 percent had housing furnishec 
- farmer free of charge. In contrast a 8 Meek of. the - hier isa ae 


/week of March for an a cyaraue of 15h hours. 
ee of nOUrs poe per bie by bived fa sabia eae 58. 


biol. f 
wages on one fane ou “$20 or more a eee Less ie 5 paroune of ‘those: 
received cash wages amounting to as much as $40 es the weeks Si: 

Month rates paid hired farm workers in March eee 599 30 fo 
“not furnished meals and $67.10‘\for those provided 2 or more meals. ‘per 
addition ‘to cash wages. ‘then allovence is made for the differcnt tinic 
involved, day hands were vaid the lowest unit—time rate-of any hire 
every region except the Northcagt. The average day rate for. work TORS 
meals was $2.65 for the country as a whole. On the other hand, hire 
workers paid hourly rates, which cvorag6 ee cents: an hour for wee 

~ received the nighest basic rates 1 
“time basis. 


to the wartime sitvation of gre an seine ior pa | potucts fe 
2 uae farms and Esa per demand oe man powcr oS Po rae end eet 


| etre of these on the ioe “ms in the cote 

A8 percent of the hired farm workers werg cmployed | by ec see 3: 0 r 
hired workers, while in March 1945, the percentage had increased to 56 por 
The two regions with greatest concentrations of hired workers on relati 
farms, the South and West, showed a marked increase in “proportion of h 
workers ee on farms which ieee me or Ore workers « ~The North an 2 


pectic: ea of. ma. eens for men. The percentage ot all Wire 

employed on farms ‘ith on ily one or two hircd work ors | inercased from 56 E 
#63. percent im the: Northeast, | cand $ froy : S C fe 
meContral Statages oa 
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iN 
de FARMS EMPLOYING HLRED “.ORKERS, MARCH 18-24, 1945 


The first national : ‘enumerative sample s survey or farm wages and wage rates 
made by the Bureau of Agricul tural:|! conomics shows d. that 715,000 farms in the 
United States were employing 1 5633x000 hired workers during the week of March 

16-24, 1945 (table LG Orily Sree one-eighth of the 20,000 farms surveyed 
employed: one or more’ hired: workers for a part broall of the week. Although phe 
number of ji fainis using hired Labor and the: nunber .of labovers hired per farm 
increases during the year as the season. progresses, less than half or _ the country! s 
farmers: hire: any labor at al? durine ‘he course On the Vyearer i 3 
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. ks In each major region {of the con antry 7 the! number of farms reporting hired 
ee #e00r Tor) a week in the latter nert of Merch has decreased since the March 1940 
week, for hich the Census\.of Agriculture. provided informatidn. “The decrease was 
smallest in the Vest, ‘and. largest in the South, More noticeable chameges have 
eccurrea in Se ee distribution of -hired farm workers than of farms / 
reporting hired iabor during the 5 years preceding March 1945, which covered the 
Per lod .OF he Ges for national defense and. almost all of the war. The! Noren 
Central Statés, which includé the Corn Belt. and much -of te major wheat producing 
areas, ele the most: marked reauction in the use of hired labor. Farmers 7h 
these States were .employing only dne-fifth of the Nation's hired. farm workers an 
eal March 1945 as compared with one-fourth in Varch 1940. In contrast, the Western: 
States, where high wartime production goals had ocen set for crops that require 
much hand labor, showed an actual inercase in the number. of hired farm laborers. 
Since 1940, and their proportion of the Nation's total hired workers..increased | 
markedly. Li ae 2 MeN eee 
The average number of hired vorkers on the farms which weported hired 
Paver, 2ncreased, from <.7/: hired workers per farm’ to(346.in “the West, and from. 
Bie ino 2.8 in the Souths; dn the Northeast: and orth Centrai-regions there were 
small decreases in the average number of, hired. workers per farn, but: these were 
not great cnough to offset the cffoct of ;the tiest and the South on the national 
average. For the United States as a whole, the number of hired workers per farm 
“reporting hircd labor inercased from 2.0 ‘in’ March 1940 to 2.3 in March 1945...» 
However, the decrease in the number of farms reporting workers was Eta enough’ 
Memeo mean a net reduction in, the’ total US of hired workers. 


Averages for all farms reporting hired Labor do not reveal’ the concentration 
Of a great number of hiréd workers on a relatively small number of farms. Two- 
thirds of the 715,000 farms with hired labor in the third week of March 1945 had 
‘only one hired “yorker employed, and an additional sixth had only two hired werkers 
(table 2). The remaining 123,000 farms, cach of which had 3 or more’ hired workers, 
were only 17 percent of all farms reporting hired Labor, but they employed 56 
merccnt of all hired workers. 


Comparisons with 1940 indicate that the war years have resulted in increased 
Meconcentration of hired labor.on farms employing 3 or more’ hired workers in one 
week. In 1940, of oll hired workers during the last week of March, 48 percent 
~ were working on farms which had 3 or more hired workers, but by 1945. the correspond— 
amg percentage was 56 percent. However,’ these overall national figures reflect 
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Table 2.—Distribution of farms reporting hired labor and of hired farm workers, by 
number of workers employed, United States and major regions, March 1945 
and Merch 1940 


SO TS NR erence ene ee SN 


Farms with hired labor : Hired farm workers 
Area and number of :;: March 13-24, ; March 24-30, : March 18624, : March 24-30, 
hired workers “ie 1945 yess TOL : 1945 Ue ee AY, 
repor ted : Number: Percent: Number: Percent: Number :Percent: Number: Percent 
; (000) (000) (000) (000) 
United States 
~All farms reporting 
ee. hired labor 715 100.0 §93 1060 25633 200.07 1753-7 100.0 
1 hired worker ie 6640: 610 OE Bi hate ye o8d 610, 348 
2 hired workers 120 re Beet UBS 1 Me 240 14.7 304 17.3 
« 3 or more hired 
workers 123 Teeny Lod ee ek 921 564 839 4.7 69 
Northeast 
<All farms reporting 
Mared-labor  . BL, 100.0 1O4 100.20 147 100 20 193 100.0 
1 hired worker 54 6463 69 66 4 54 BGe7 69 35.8 
2 hired workers 19 2205 20 19.2 38 2509 40 20.7 
‘ 3 or more hired 
workers Ams NESE t 15 14.4 55 37 4 84 435 
- Nerth Central 
» All farms reporting 
‘ hired labor 242 2OOL OF 02 100.0 3304) 40050 441 100.0 
1 hired worker Os S006 236 F906 OS. SGelin 36 eee 
a 2 hired workers BieWad oe hee TLS 6205 ABs 8 Bey eee 
a 3 or more hired 
workers 16 6.6 23 7.6 73 ea 117 2645 
South 
“All farms reporting 
hired labor 308 100.0 398 LOO 20 863 100.0 884 100 20 
1 hired worker 179 58a ke, 253 636 179 207 253 28.6 
2 hired workers 55 Liao Te Le. 110 12,8 Ls 1663 
3 or more hired 
workers © Th 240 Was: LESS 574 6665 487 5 Sak 
= West 
' All farms reporting 
hired labor 81 100 0 ists) 10020 293 10020 a3 100.0 
1 hired worker 44 Shed 52 59el 44 1520 52 22), 
2 hired workers 15 LM Sey 16 18.2 30 10 62 32 A336 
3 or more hired 
workers 22 hind 20 eae'|. 219 Pee Bile I) LOL 64.63 


Data for 1940 from 1940 Census of Agriculture; estimates for 1945 based on data from 
enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, ‘See Appendix B 
for comparability of 1940 and 1945 figurese 
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_ which alrea dy had the opened concontre hot of Wo 
the proportions of workers employed, on ‘farms with By or OX 
SU are 66 percent in the South and. fromigd to 75: percent in t C 
regions with the- least -coneentr Atbion-in 1940, the Northeast. and No. 
» vied ta were in. ule other ee ote the a cs which aa 


i ee igumiae o Ot Labor Sar el erica ture moans that. the 

+ + Workers 

[or hircd bee on that Sac ee eh: course “of a yoar. 

«reported hired, labor in the March survey were also asked nee Be ee on- 

cash expenditure for wares during the vroceding years. Although certa 

--,of memory are’.to be exvoccted vhen records’ of, wage payments had not. bee 
data provided a satisfactory basis for erovping the farms according ot 
of hired labor used. | 


Oe imost half of the hired farm workers. an: March’ 1945 (4h peree t) ¥ 
employ fed on farms which spent, $2,000 or morc, in cash wages to hired - 
eithe Pens wear. (table 3)% hi March 1945, wage rates $2,000. would 
more than two man-years of hired laber in every region except the * 
.ferms employing these workers, are definitcly, not "family size! ferns, Ss 
majority of the annual labor ae is by hired workers and since many - 
farms arc overated entirel: le ived labor. An additional third of the 
“workers in March 1945 were on with wage expenditures of betwéen $500 an 


cms 
+ $2,000 in the previous year. .. This group includes many family-commercial 
or: 


‘operated primarily by family ic but Also: using hired Labor for on import: 
part of their .abor ee The group < -lso includes some farms. where. 
Vpractically all of the labor input is by Mired workora. The romaining 23 
of the hired workers in March L925 rere cnploved on farms which could SOF 
-be.classified as family-opsrated farms, since their wage expenditures of 1] 
than $500 during the preceding yerr vere ie ti ee Less than. the Bony £ or 
-man-year of hired Labor. 
Resta ba } Si 5 ’ i 
ela thoes. where farm labor ceats’ ar 
hired workers .6n Large farms is greatest; 83 ae of hee hired workers 
“March 1945 were employed on farms which had ee expendi tures” Ob; ‘£2, 000 or 
the preceding year. 3 it | 
"during the third week of March in the West. ee “way of eanpeae i 
/Central Statcs only 25 percent of the hired workers were | on farms w 
aang of ae 000 or more in the previous year}, and Such. ee 


hired labor jn Merch ae 
7 


dn 


ei At March 1945 bash “TAGS costs bon ‘mon-day. of hired Pie labor, § 
i re neant 3.4 man-years of hired labor in the: si anate ae 8 ae : 
Ce tral, 2.4 man-ycars in the Northeast, and 1.6 in- at ia 
niga o He ee eae de ee ‘actually worked 
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The survey indicated marked differences between the group of ferms which 
had hired labor in the third week of March 1945 and those without hised labor, 
Farms with Wired labor vrere of larger average size. For the United Statcs as a 
whole, 7 percent of ali. farms reporting hired labor had 100. acres:or morg, oF 


land in the farm, while oniy 39 percent of the farms without. hired labor were this: 
large (table 4), Nearly one-half (A46-percent) of the farms with hired ldbor were 

forms of 180 aeres or more, while less than one-fifth of the other farms had the 
mach land. ‘Farms with 100 acres or more were relatively more frequent in; the wea 


f Tarms with hired labor than in the case of farms without hired labor, in every : 
region except the North Central States. iIn.that region the same. yee itidn nei 4 
for farms with 180 acres or more. . 
ge 

The group of farm Operators with hired laborers during the week 3f March e 
138-24, 1945 included a larger proportion of part—owners and smaller proportions 
or "full-owners" and tenants than:.the group without hired workers. The »ropercion 
of part-owners among hiring farms was much larger than among non-hiring 2arms in 
every region. Tventy—two percent of farm ea employing hired workers -were 
part-owners, who were operating some rented land in addition to that ovmed, while 
only 10 percent. of thé opnérators without Hined labor were part-ovmers (table 5). 
On the other hand, in every regicn except the South, o. substantially. smaiter 
proportion of the operators hiring labor were full-owmers. Althourh the tradivigias 
interpretation of the ey ladder has the part-owmer stctus ue the last 


rung before reaching full—oine ‘status, the results ce other indications 
that part-owners carry on a Larger scale of operations than ene average for all 
owners vt j 
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Re "COMPOST TION OF HIRED FARM “ORABERS, MARCH 18-24, 1945 


In the summer and fall, vomen and children form an important part of the 
farm working force, but in March bired farm vorkers are chiefly ‘adult men. | Nineties 
five percent or more of: hired tiorkers in March 1945 were,males,in every region 
except the South: (table 6). Hightv—three pereent of the 145,00C femole hircd 
farm workers were in the,Sopth. .Children under 14 mode. ap only about 1 percent kg 
of all hired workers, and practically all of these were in the South. a 


i 
o> 
fal 


Except in: the Saliba: less then 6 percent of the hired farm % aneceme in each 
region were nonwhite, but the great number of Southern. Negr 9 workers brought hs 
national figure to 30’ percent nonwhite. During the past’ 5: years, thers apnea 5 
to have been a greater decrease among white than among noni se, Se form yorkee a 
The’ most nearly comparable data by race from the 1940 Populsti on Consus show that 
bay 25 percent: ofthe hired form workers were nonwhite in March 1940 6 


More than one-fourth (28 percent) of all the Nation's hired farm workers 

in March 1945 were nonwhite workers on Scuthern' farms. Among this .group of nearly 

& half million workers, females mdé up 18 percent,in contrast to only 5 percent 

among the rest of the Navion's hired foxm workers. = For ois reason, certain data 
"y 


On age, composition ‘anc ware eo shown for malcs-only, since there 
were too few femalc hired work< érs invrégions other than tie South to afford a 


valid basis for dota ged ‘catamuces. . 
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Data on approximate age of Hi ted aero were ‘obtained in ji 
eo for: ali Ree woe a those employed an. Crews « Crew VW 


varying from 1 tone in ae say Gop keeat to 39 cat ee in the Jesu Gee 
than helf (51 percent) of all male hired farm,workérs not employed in crews we 
less than 35- years old, with 40 percent between 18 and 34 (table ot : 
woek of March 1940, of all male hired workers, 56- percent were between a 
h24- Although ‘the decrease’ in the numbcr of men of nilitary age employed as’ 
laborers has been marked, there were. in March 1945 rclatively more males 
military age among hired farm workers than in most other occupational groups. 
The median age of all employed male workers in 1940 was 38.3 years, com 

30.3 years for hired farm laborers. The median age of all civilian male 

has undoubtedly risen opti ey ho Os Wit es pve of so ma ny pal zie) Bk 
amco the armed forces. 

Bveo risen, ib was me aoe 35 oaus in Ma 

for all cmployed male workers. 


Tien aged 35 to 44 made up 19 percent of cS fee farm Jeboee 
ee rch 1945, compared with 15 percent in 1940. 
later indicate that men oes ae SoWRe RSH are soe the highest WagCS 


echer than men aged 18 Ee 34 ae overy ease of the nee “a thous ue 
wage differentials may have been affected to some extent by special ~rartime. 
_ conditions, they suggest that wartime shifts in age composition may not all 
een mn the-dircetion ria less aNiodige working forcce 


Becausc of the ercat seasonality in vat i 
on one farm during a ycar may be-.as littie as only a fow hours or cays for ce 
harvest workers. On the other nand, mony regulor rorkers were employed for a ful 
12 months. In March 1945, the farmers surveyed: reported that they would have 
days or more of employment for 56 ncrecnt of the hired workers they omployed 
during the week covered by the survey, but a lesser amount for the remaining 
| 44) percent (table Ce Jiorkers ‘have .béen, classificd aso"resutart if the farm 
indicated he would have as much as 150 days of cmployment for then during 19 
“or "seasonal" if they were to be employed for less time. five “cr workers ie 
a larger proportion of all hired workers in March than in 
eee many short-time seasonal workers are hired’ for ocalc: ornate pore 
of regular and scasonal workers varicd considerably by~ regions, both because % 
agricultural season was farther advanced in the co and the scst” and “because » 
proportion of regular hired workers is grcater on‘farms in the Nor theast and 
‘Gentral Statcs at all times of the year. Among ie seasonal workers 86 pere 
“rere employed in the South and he Wee) while only 29 pereunt of the. regular | 
ore were in these regions. ae 


Rae 


: Farms with PM eee large-scale operations: “employed most. Oe the regu: 
hired Paes an alee 5 tai ee Wage eZ ependi tures of ve 000 or 
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Table 9.-—Percentace distrit bution of regular and seas¢ 
liarch 1945 on faruis Peporta NE wage expenditure 


9 
wage expenditures in Wik, | Inited States. 
eee tad Pb TALL hired: Cora) > Scasonal 
os ae ry ee ; AIG 
Jage expenditures of st 


farm in 1944 


Yarns reporting wage cxpcnditures L000 100.0 100 0 
$1 — 499 Bee Lea 39 04 
500 - 1,999 eh ae BeNOR MA statis Ae 
2,000 - 9,999 29.8 Bo Se 23.8 


10,000 and over Wes es Toe At: hed, 


ee ee 


af Workers the farmer reported Re vould employ for 150 days or more during 
19456 

2/ ‘iorkers the former reported he would employ less than 150 days during 1945. 
This group includes some workers whom eee ted duration of cmoloyment Was 
not, roported, the ape! of them were very short-time seasonal laborers 
working in crews, for whom this inforcction vas not regucsted. 


Estimates based on data from cnumers ‘tive sample surveys of the Borcan 
Agricultural Economics. 


< 


me Goreme en 


For spring farm work, operstors of such rarms use their regular hiréd workers, 
whereas smaller tee EES more often heave to employ workers for short. periods.) Bug 
the farms with large so exp nditurcs may show a much higher proportion of all 
Seasonal workcrs when summer ond: harvest. work is under waye 


There arc important wage difforontials between regulcr and scasonali hired > 
form workers, cnd thcse vany < cecording to the size of farming opcrations.on. the 
farms employing the workers. th: wige information obtained from cach of the 
three national wage surveys of tne Barceu of Agriculturel Economics made in 1945 
includes idontification of the worker nee xrding to expected duration. of employment 
on the reporting farm. 


bane’ gis, -_ 
3. HOURLY CASH “AGES OF HIRED FARM “.ORKERS, MARCH 18-24, 1945 


Obtaining a clear picture of wages era. Nace rates in agriculture is 
complicated by many factors. “.age rates are’ vaid farm workers, on an hourly, 
daily, weckly, monthly,, and yoarly basis, in> addit on to innumerable types of 
pLCcG rates for performing some specificd operation, such as plowing an cere 
of corn or vicking a hamper of. green bvans. | Rates on a time basis longer than: 
an hour involve varying longths of work-day end vork-weck in differcnt parts of 
the country and for different grour ns of workers in the 'ssme arca. Cash wage 
FAtCS orton c arry | ith them housing, sng food products or other items 
furnished the hired worker free of -charge by the farmere 


In the tabl<s. presented in this section, all types of cash wage rates: 


paid have: been convert d- into. their et ea ioe hourly cash wage, on the basi 


of the time each workcr netually spent at hired farm work on the ruporting. me 


during the survey week, This makes it possible to obtain avera £05 for a. given 
group of hircd farm workers vhose vage rotcs vere in terns of diffcrent. time 


\ 
periods or piece mits, and thus to compare the overage hourly: wage ees different 


groups of vorkers. 2/ 


sf 


i ut, 
“est averaged ents an hour, while ‘those ~ in th 
only 28 cents. wired form workers in the South, with a 29 cont average, fared 
Little better than North Centrsl workers, while hired workers on forms in the 
Northeast iaveragce 34 cents an hour. 


‘Hired farm workers in. the United States averaged 35 cents in cash wages 
per hour worked a: the week of larch ced Ne Mes (table 10). ‘\eorkers in the 
62 e No 


For the United States as a whole, the everage!cash wage for male fa rn 
workors was 3 centg-.an hour higher than jor females, put this was duc almos 
wholly to the fact that a larger proportion of the Nation's femalc than male 
hirca farm workers are in the South, In the South, the. averages for males and 


fomalos wore idontical. Fomale hired workers actually had iighcr hourly carnings 


than malc workers in the Northcast and North Central States, The icst was’ the 


only region in which average hourly cash wages of malcs cxceeded those of fomales, 


/ For the country'as a whole, white workcrs had nigt ees hourly cash 


nd. 
wages than nonwhite workers, but in cvury region exec yt the South, the ifforenes 


was in the othcr dircetion., Qutside of the South, Shee workers: are most 


Two types:of -nverage. hourly cash wages have been computed for groups of 
workers; in the first type cach worker's hourly cash woge 1s weighted by the 
number of hours worked during. .the week at the spucifiod hourly wagc,; in the 


second type each worker!s hourly cash wage is’ veighted equally. Unless. otherwise! 


Specificd, all overage hie and deily cash wag¢s showm in this ruyort have 
A 
and 


been computed on the basis of hours doys workcd, =» The *avcrage weighted by 


hours workcd is ar orc in indicating the average cost to the farmer per man— 
moor of hircd labor used. “Por the United Statds as. a whole, the. average hourly 
ash wage weighted by timo worked was 35 cunts whilc the workcr—weighted average 


was 37 conts an hour,’ Scec Appendix B for comp xisons and further discussion of 


these averages. ~ 
é 


North Cuntral States averaged 
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conmonly used in specitlizcd crops for scasonal work, which is paid at higher 
wage rates. Thercfore, execpt in the South, these race differentials in carnings 
yrob:.bly do not indicate differences in rates paid for the same type of WO Te 


in general, farm a ‘bor is considered heavy work, It might be cxpected 

that this would puta omium.on young men which would be reflected in nigher 
paid them... tia ee in every region, men between the ages of 35 and 44 
aa yr hourlyicash wages than younger men between 18 end 34 (table 11). 

a5 to 64:averaged hourly wages 4 cents higher than the young men aged 

4, and only 2 cents less than those for men aged! 35 to 44, 2, there isua 
possibility that + Bei on farms in ages subject to military service may nave 
included a largcr proportion of men with some physical disability, but this ean 
hardly cccount for pe entire differential between. younger and older men.) ie 
is «lso possible that workers in the ages subject to military service, who se 


a 
Oo. mh 


fick Eee 
i - 

Oot G Were 
Le) 


-daerorment Jrom military scrvice deocnded 'on their continuance in their farm 


jobs, were not in as good 2 bargaining position for obtaiming Highcr wascs es 
were older men who.wcre free to move or shift jobs. Youths under 16 camed 
hesst of: oll, but were still peid wages 71L perecnt'cs high on he layer eee as 
thosc »~oid mam between 35 and 4d. 
The diffcrences in everaze cash hourly wages are not cs grcat within a 
& region for groups of workers classified by scx, race, or age, as tac diiierences 
among individuel workers. For the cntire United States regional differences 
PeTencr Increase: the -rango of variation in. hourly cash wages received by indi vyidueL 
Workers.’ In March 1945, of all male hircd farm workers (not cmployedian creme 
22 percent were paid loss thm 20 cents per hour for their work, whilt the top 
B82 percent were peid 4O cents an hour or bctter, (table 12). The point which 
divided the workers into ‘tio cqual eroups” was between 3L and. 32 cents an hours 
More then two-thirds of these workers (68 percent) received less than 40 cents? 
an hour in cash wages, the minimum set for nonagricultural workers covered by 
the Fair Labor Standards Act. The oroportion of male workers not cmployod) a 
crews who received less thm 40 conts an hour-wes smallest in the west, only t4 
percent... The corresponding pereenbares:were- 62 for the Northeast, 74 for sre 
North Central, and 80 for the South... As of January 1944, only about (Sy percent 
aah ens nOneo re eae emoloyees recoived straight—time hourly rates of less 
than 40 cents. 3/ : 
In every region, scasonal workers were paid substantially higher hourly 
cash wages than the sverage for sae regular workors. | For ~hestomtry 26 2 Wiiciaes 
hired workers whom the reporting former cxpeeted to employ less. than 150 days 
during the calendar yeor averaged il eqnts per hour in cash Wwoges.. 23 sergams 
more than the average of 32. cents for regular workers who were: to. be omploved 
150 days or.more on the reporting farm (table 13). In the Northeast and North 
Central regions the (ince A Nt 3 in hourly cash wages were ,céven greater, 
Scasonal workers averaged 61 percent higher hourly ca sh wascs than rogular : 
workers in. the Northeast end 30 percent highor in the North Central. The Lover 


3/ As estimated in David R. Roberts, "The Distribution of Private, Non-Agricul tral 
r - Employees in sthe, United Statcs oy Straight—Time Hourly Rates," Journal 
of the American Statistical Association, Deccmber 1944. ° 
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Table 12.—Percentage distribution of male hired farm workers not employed in crews 
by average hourly cash wages; United States and major regions, arch 194% 


Wie. Ot Andie, 


‘SO eae aad nme serena arene eceanemneliacececenmsantioeceme eeeat ie ee eee Sa ee 


Hourly A sige . : 5 
cash oy ms ted : Northeast). 5°. North : South : West 
wages : States : > Central 2 : 

Porcent Percent Percent Percent “Porecnt 
Peuat iY 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Under 10 cents 2-9 49 4.0 eed 02 
LO - 14 8.1 12.2 10.8 Te? -6 
15-19 10.8 10.50 11.4 bis Pl 1.0 
20 — 24 14.3 Se7 12.6 19.5 18 
25 — 29 10.4 967 11.6 11.9 Bit 
B30 = 34 14.1 Bod 14.6 1749 a 
Bane 39 Tel 8.0 9h Ted Sel 
40 — 44 8.6 708 6.3 965 i 10.1 
45 1% 54 Cel 1340 93 Ge 12g 
55 — 64 5 ok, ‘Ten? Ted ; Rel 13.3 
65 — 74 2.6 3.9 pees) Af tae TOU 
75 — 84 : oeG 328 Busines 19.8 
85 — 94 145 2] ash 9.6 
95 — 104 9 ‘jee 
105 and over 06 16 
a/ Excludes approximately 30 ,000° cus tom be eet Since hire of. nery or equip— 
ment was included in their vemonticd cash wages. 


2/ 65 cents and over. 
i 3/ 75 cents and over. 

Lf 85 cents amd over. 
Estimates based on data from enumcrativ fe sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul— 
tural Economics. 


Ne oe 


~ Table 13.-Averace hourly cash wages of hired farm workers in iarch 1945 on all. 
ae farms and on farms reporting specified wage expenditures in 1944, by 
expected duration of omployment on reporting farm in 1945, United 
States and major regicns : 


ee ee 


Hy mRogulari Seasonal workers 
: 2, ALL os sworkers 1: (less than 150 days cmployment 
‘Area and wage ‘hined 2 (150 days: 2 Veuring 1945) 
expenditures :workers: or more : : : Less :Short—time 
in 1944 sMarch ©: omploy- : 2 hse, than, 2 SCaSore les 
eEeo2/ jo smonb, dur-; Total) 3 T49° .'s aoa days 
31945 sine 1945):seasonal:deys : days sunspecified 1/ 
He Gents Cents Cents Ccnts ents Cents 
Unit MLS 1 Jad earns 35 32 11 Ve 37 46 
Bl = 2.99 ak 26 29° 27 32 2 
500 — 1,999 25 Pres 30 31 38 20 
5000 |= 95999 a7 Tie La 41 £9 4,0 
16,900 and over 49 59 5 36 BY 56 
Wortheast — all farms d gil 50 45 ae ok 
DL — 499 19 6 35 3 40 2/ 
500 - 1,999 a4, <3 AL i 47 Ge, 
2,000 - 9,999 AL Bo 55 59 58 eh: 
10,000 and over 50 50 4g ie 2 es 
North Central - all farns a ay 35 ale 39 32 
DL - 499 23 19 34 2/ 36 2/ 
500 - 1,999 23 23 32 2/ 39 2/ 
2,000 - 9,999 36 36 2/. 2/ 2/ 2/ 
10,900 and over 4 45 2/ af 2/ 2/ 
South — cll farms > 29 2 32 20 30 33 
$1 — 499 Z, Pate 26 26 29 16 
500: -— 1,999 ue 2A 2h, 29 30 16 
BA 2,000 =)9,999 30 23 34, ol 33 36 
“| 10,000 and over 27 26 28 28 2/ 2/ 
West-— all farms 2 59 6& 63 ya 69 
$1 - 499 57 af 58 2/ 57 2/ 
500 - 1,999 50 45 64, z/ 2 27; 
igs 2,000 - 9,999 56 54 62 58 65 63 
Brats 10,000 and over (G6 66 29 2/ 2/ oe 


Wi/ The great majority of this group are very short-time seasonal laborers working 
Wn crews. Although this group includes a small number of workers not in crews 
for whom the expected duration of employment was not reported, these also are 
‘almost wholly seasonal workers. . 
af Averages‘not shown for these classes because there were fewer than 20 workers 
jn each of these classes in the sample. 


- Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul— 
- tural “conomics. 


hourly wages received by regular workers are offsct by a longer vork-week and 
the assurence of more steady employment as well as by higher averege value of 
"perquisites received. ; . Bi 


eae Further division of the group of seasonal workers into those to be employed 
Pason) 7/5: to 150 days and those for less thon 75 days shows that tho short—time 447 
seasonal vorkers gct dcefinitcly higher hourly wages. workers omployed in crews, 
“usuclly for very short-time seasonal operations, had the highest hourly cash ae 
) aces in overy region except the North Central. For the United States, these waa 
“short-time scasonol workers averagcd 46 ccnts an hour in cash wages, compared ~ 

fen 37 cents for other workers employed for less than 75 days, 34 ccnts SUEY. ae 
workers cmployed betweon 75 and 150 days, and. 32 cents for. regulon dorkcrs 
“employed for 150 days or more. 


- 


8 


. Formers who customarily use morc hircd labor generally pay higher cash 
wages per hour to their workcrs. Famers with less than $2,000 wage cxvenditures 
in the yoor preccding the survey peid their workers an average cash. wage of only 

§24 or 25 cents per hour, during the weck March 18-24, 1945. Farmers with annual « 

“wage oxpenditures of $2,000 to $10,000 paid 39 cents en-hour, odd those wich . 

“wage expenditures of 10,000 and over paid an average of 49 cents an hour. Thesev 

)) @ifferences were mainly due to the differences besween wage vaid regular workers 

| en large and smoll farms. -Hourly wages to currenvly paid regulary) workers se 

- averaged nore than twice as much on farms with cnnual wage cxpend’ turcs of ‘$10,000 


or more 28 on farms with wage oxpenditures of lcss than 2,000. The difforenti 
were more marked in the Northeast ond Nortn “ontral Statics, thotgh they were vas 
aspreciable in the othcr two regions. : a 


24 


Although rcgular workers on forms which hire more labor are paid at rach 
higher rates than regular workers on smaller farms in .cvery region, the same = 
situation does not hold uniformly for seasonal workers. ‘hen classificd actord— 
ing to wage cxperditurcs, farms in the highest group did not have the highost © 
average cash wagcs paid scasonal workcrs in any single region exéept ‘the Vest 


For cach region the lack cf a cleoar—cut-correlation of hourly wages for. 
Seasonal workers with:size of farming operations (as indicated by wage expenditur 
contrasts sharply with thc marked vositive correlation of wages Por Trepular 


workers with sizc of operations. ‘On farms cmploying a2 Large amour ol Labor 2 
during the course of a year, there may be a greater degree of specialization for — 


sae 


regulor workers in types of work recuiring more skill then for pegular: Norkers dae 
on smaller farms. On the other hana, these Narch rcsults suggest that apring yea & 
soasonal work is paid at highcr rates than regular work on nid fame, exccpe the 
“very largest in somo regions, but that small farmers have to pay sbout,as much 
for seasonal labor as. large farmers, and ever more in some Trogionss.. , ven 


: nM 
JIN Sol oa 


in the group with annual | 
average hourly cash wages ~ 


f ‘ 


ae : 


Aes TIME YORKE : DAILY AND “EEKLY BARNINGS, MARCH 13-24, 19f2 


The average cash wage - es to fener ver hour of hired labor used during 
the week of March 18-24 was 35 cents (table aN : Hired farm workers averaged 5 
‘days and 45 hours of work on the revorting farm por ae the week, which meant an 
‘average cash petty eee of we 20 and Ww Sod wage of | ph a0. ‘ 
i ea The -hours of work poe on one farm during the week trere lowest in the 
South, where the earnings oer hour vere also lowest. Une factor making for an 
faverace of only 39 hours worked ver week in the South was the higher. proportion 
of female workers, who “worked fewer hours per week than males in every region. 
But the use of female hired workers »y no means entirely accounted for the shorter 
vork-veek for hired farm laborers in the South. “Souther male hired farm workers 
averaged only 40 hours, compared trith 44 hours in the Jest, and 5% and 57 hours 
per week in the North Central and Northeast. An TnpoRpany factor accounting for 
Uae average iength of the work-week for hired farm laborers, in the South is the 
Practice of. using sharecroppers or tenants a wage-hands for only a part of the 
week. This provides some cash for the sharecropper before the fall settlement 
and also enables the landlord to operate some of his land with wage hands whe 
are at the same time tenants. or croppers and therefore are less mobile than other 
Hired’ *orkers. " 


8 
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Even in the ‘lest, sthére cash farm wages are highest, hired farm workers 
averaged only 327.20 a week for 44 hours of vork. This, would be about $1,400 a 
year in cash wages, if the workcr were afforded employment for 52 weeks. Although 
wartime wage policy has recognized the substendard level of fo rm Wages and, .in 
order to permit them to rise, has ordered no general control of wage increases 
for farm workers making less than $2,400 a year, wartime increases ih farn wages 
heve orought the average only to a little better than half this amount in the 
region with the highest farm wages in the country... In the South, 52 weeks cf 
work at the average weekly cash wage paid farm laborers in llarch 1945 would. mean 
Jess than ‘600 cash wage income for a year. | 


” 


in every region, Saunt set fever hours were tvrorked per week by female 
arm laborcrs ‘than by male laborers. Although hourly cash wages for females were 
Meas cthen-those for males only in’ the west, weekly wages were lower in’ every 
Feeion, because of the shorter time worked. Except in the’ North Central, this 
mas duc more to a smaller number of days worked during the, week then to a .shorter 
Memanver of hours. put in on days ~hen some work vas done... Only in. the North 
Myeeentreal: aid fcomale hircd vorkors average working os many as five days of the week, 


Siugnbly overihelfof  clilvmired Pern ork ere Mot eee increvs putin 
WSO, Hours or morc of work on onc iarm during the, third weck of +arch 1945, and 
38 percent vorkcd more than 60 hours (tatle 15), Regionel differences wore 
Meomerked in the  vercentage of hircd farm verkers,who excecded 60 hours a vwoeke 
ein the North Central States, where fear operapers as well as hired. workers have 
ee reported loneer vork-deys than in other regions, 63 percent of the 
Wired workers were reported vy their employers os actually heving worked 60 or 
“more hours during the eck. In \the 38 uth, omy ol percent or hired workers nog 
ig cre.s had- 60 or more hours of paid work on one farm, 40 percent of hired 
qa aborors in the west, end 60 percent of those in the Northeast. 
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tees week, for hired farm ae 
regions, larch 1945 


Cash wages earned, 
March 16-24, 194, 5" 
Area and i eCOr reporting ia 
sex of 
worker Hourly Daily 


Hi Dollars ©.) Dollara ie 


F265 3620 
035 . 3020 
292 re Oe 


Northeast 
Bee otal ea Ses 
Liale MeoS 
- Female Ge gas) 


North Central | 
Total cee 
fe: | 028 
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029 
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Part-time workers were not very frequent. amonz. hire a "farm workers: ane : 
not employed in crews, cxcept in the Souths Less than a fifth of the. hired fan 
Workers in every other region had less then 35 hours of work provided by one 

farmer. However, the majority (57. ocrcent) of women who worked for Wages On. 
farms wore port-time workers with less then 35 hours of work. Only 6- percent of 
*) the fomale hired workers not employed in crews worked a5 many as’ 69 hours on a 
mreporting farm during the week. | 


\ 


‘sie Ag in the’ case: of hourly wages, there is great. veriction: among tac 
individucl “hir d-ferm workers with respect to daily cash wages eared. For Lhe 
United States, 55 percent of all male hired workers not in crews reecived aaigy 
cash weees between $1.50 and $3.50 during the third weck of liarch, but 12 peree 
received less than $1.50 per day and 33 percent reecived morc than 52.50(table 16 
Only 15 percent of the Nation's male hired farm leborers not im crews “armed ae 
much és $5 cash wages per day, while less than 2 percent made more than 26 per. ay. 


Regional diffcrentials,.in farm Weges, indicated by domparisors of average 
show up. even more clearly in the distribution of workers by amo-nt ef wages, In 
the South, only 6 percent of the malic hired farm workers for whom individual’ 
informetion was obtained camed as much as _$5 per day. In the North Contral, 
the prooortion was . almost tiice 2s great, 10 percent, end in the Northeast tHe: 

proportion was 19 nerccnt » But in the feat’ 60 percent, or more then “three™ times 
as many os in any other region, of o11 male farm workers not employed in crews 
‘received cash veges of $5 per’ day or more, even though the average “ork day 
shorter then in any other region. In the “icst where farm wages arc Nighese, scm 
10 percent reccived daily wages of 8 or more’ and only 1 pcrceent received daily, 
wages of $10 or more. ne 


Vieekly cash wages camead on one. farm ‘by hircd workers. show ercater 
variation than hourly or daily “eges, because of the veriction in) ‘time input 
ie a weck. For the United States as a whole, about one-third of all} male 

ired vorkers not employed in crevs had weckly cash wages beticen $10 and 620, 8 
Bec more than one-third made less thon’ GLO and a little less than one-third | 
made 320 or more (table 17). Although the Youth bua 2 larger than provortionat: 
share of workers with very low wages, every region had substantial numbers. 
Yorkers who camed less than 510 per week in cash wages on the reporting farm W 
more then half of all male workers not. employed in crews in the South, more than 
eefourth in the North Central, more than a farch ag the Northeast, and only 7 ~ 
percent in the Yiest. Conversely, 80 percent of male workers in the “/¢st made at 

Hiteast 20 per week, compared with 47. percent in the Northeast, percent in ja 
Me Nortn,Ccontral, ik only 13 percont in the South. 


The higher hourly cash wages paid dots aan ne jn March do not 
generally offset the stecdicr baer offercd regular worke ors even within one | 
eck. On the average, sc.usonal workers do not-make.as much in a vieck as resula : 
mmred workers, inless théy ea vrork on more then one farm.) Roguben hired aes 
Peworkers averaged 318.00 pcr weck,\ compared with, L3.00-for al] seasonal worker 
"and only 38.8C for those who were to be cmpl oyed ae oe cn days on the 
‘reporting farm (table 18). Bs ni | 
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For average daily aash wages of all male hired farmworkers by regions, 
e table inet rcs 


survey of .the Bureau of Agricul— 
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Teble Ay bbroaitare coor of yale Wires es 
is by weekly cash wages, United States wey: 


Weekly cash wages. SE ae or : 
/on reporting — United eNom b as Mi hve North: South ey 
_farm i | States /) t+ eash swe Central 62 a 
Percent — Percent — Percent - “Potent : Fee 


eo aA ee 


RTotal 100.0) % > Toone a ni 100.0. 100.08 


Under 32.00 
2600 Xe 3299 
6.00 ay Te 99 
8.00 — 9.99 
10.00: ~ 11.59 
12.00: 13.99 
14.00 — 15.99 

20200 +~ 24.99 
30.00 ~ 34.99. 
35200 ~ 39299 
40.00 = 49299 
50.00 and over 
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aL/. These wages do not represent total weekly cash wages execpt for Workorsn i: 
1S. 


did not work on more than one form end he did not ae 
Bespecitied week. | - - 
2/ Less than 0.05 rercent. 


oa nonferi job during = 


Note: For average weekly cash WARCS/iOL* aut male hired farm workers by regions 
see table 14. | titans 
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Table 18.-Average hourly, daily and weekly wages, average hours and days worked 
during week, for hired farm workers, 1/ by duration of employment in 
1945 on reporting farm, United States and major regions, March 1945 


oe 


_ Area and duration of 
employment on 
reporting farm 

during 1945 


— eee 


—_——— SE ce 


United States 
_ Regular — 150 days or 
seasonal — total 
75 — 149 days 
Less than 75 days 
Days unspecified 2/ 


Northeast 
Regular — 150 days or 
Seasonal — total 
75 - 149 days 
Less than 75 days 
Days unspecified 2/ 


_ North Central 


Regular — 150 days or 
seasonal — total 
75 — 149 days 
Less than 75 days 
Days unspecified 2/ 


South 
Regular — 150 days or 
Seasonal — total 

7) — 149 days 

Less than 75 days 
Days*unspecified 2/ 
y & 


West , 
Regular — 150 days or 
Seasonal — total 

ie — 149 days 
Less“than 75 days 
Days unspecified 2/ 


a 


more 


more 


more 


more 


more 


Cash wages earned, 
March 18-24, 1945 


: (on reporting farm) 


: Hourly 


Oe reer 


® 
e 
ad 
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Time worked, 
March 18-24, 1945 


:___ (on reporting farm) 
t hours : Days : Hours 
Daily: Weekly 8 siper 2) per/.\s 0) gem 
: : : 7 day _: week : week 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Mumber Number 
310 18.00 Del 507 56 
3230 1300 8.0 40 32 
Bis00 0. 8 8 : 368 33 
320 8.80 8.7 207 24 
340 16.80 Ted 4e9 at 
3210 19.60 10.0 604 64 
420 18.80 85 Leh 38 
3050 16.40 768 | 36 
4030 16.20 8.4 328 32 
4-50 21.90 89 eS 43 
2080: 17.60 10.4 662 65 
320 LAL) Jel 30D 32 
310 13.80 909 Leh 44 
3240 10.40 8.6 3el Pa 
290 9.70 89 304 30 
20 12.70 93 5 ol 48 
2670 9490 847 306 31 
260 9 30 8e7 366 Bu 
2070 6650 8.9 Reh an 
280 13.30 8.6 Ae 40 
5 020 33.80 es 602 a 
420 21.60 63 5 ol 32 
56/0 2390 9.0 he2 38 
5 30 19.30 Beh B20 30 
4600 21.80 508 Ded, 32 
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ie Approximately 30,000 custom workers are excluded since. the hire of machinery 

or equipment was included in their reported cash wages. 
a ‘The great majority of this group are very short-time seasonal laborers working 
in crews. -Although this group includes a small number of workers not in crews for 


whom the expected duration of emplo 
_ wholly seasonal workers. 


Agricultural Eeonomics. 


yment was not reported, these also are almost 


_ Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 


eo ae 


Although seasonal workers averased a smelier number of re Se per day than 
“regular vorkers, their averace daily vafes were higher’ than those of repular 
Worlers in every region but the “lest. But the greater number ae <eans work <d. per 
week by regul:r workers who were to be employea at least 150 days on one farm 
meant that regular workers earned hicher weelty “ages then the seasonal workers 
an cevery region. 


The contrast between regular and seasonal workers was greatcst in the : 
number of hours worked per week on one farm. In the North Central, regular 
workers averaged 65 hours of hired ‘work on one farm, more than tivice as much as the 
32 hours for seasonal workers. In the other regions, regular workers averaged 
from 55 to 7% oercent more hours per week than seasonal workers. The average 


number of hours worked per week on the reporting Oe by aal recular tiorkers wa 
—— 
56, ‘compared with 32 hours for all seasonal workers. Ps 
5e “iAGE RATES PAID HIRSD FARM UORKE YS 
: r 
Vase arrangements between farmers and thtir workers usually involve a ee 
Specified ‘cash rate of pay with or vithout various items furnished the worker fe 
free of charge...’ The wage rate may be for a) given period of time, such 2a aaa ees 


€ 
day, week or month, or it may be a ieee rate for performing a specified operebicnas 
such 6s picking 100 pounds of séed cotton. , The time unit.which ¢pecaticsaee. 24 
race, such as a day, does not necessarily mean that the vorker is. paid at Unemenas 
ef.each day or that he is employed only for the period: specified by the ewes 
Many vorkers=..aid monthly rates are nied for the entire year and some of them == 
are paid oftener than once 4 month. at, 


Day rates are the most comnon tyne of Ww 


7) 


Setween farmers and 


1s 


their nired-workers in the Nited States. -xapproximetely one-third: of all hired 


1 
La) 


workers are paid dey rates, one-fourth hour rates, one fifthemonth rates, ends 
the remainder are aid week rates, ‘deee rates or ennuel rates (tabbe19). How— 
ever, the most common type a Fave in March was different for)each of thers maja 
regions. In the Northeast the largest se ga of hired farm workers received@ 
week ratcs’ (36 percent), in the North Central States month rates (4¥ perecnt), 

in the South Gay rates (48 nercent), end in the tiest hour rates (61 percent). 
These regional differentials in preponderant type of farm Vago rave reflect 
differences in the seasonal activity of the several regions) in March. In vthe 
North, wheré=the season was, much Loss, advanced) “a -poator Sropontion of bie; 
workers were regular workers, who are usually bined 20 wates anvolving a Longer 
time period. In the South and Vest, the “ercator proportion’ of, seasonal Workera. ams 
reflected ig the greatcr proportions paid day or nour raies . 


2 (1 


In; tho majority of cascs there is. an mnderstanding po tneen farticrs end 
their hired workers) that certain i arc. tebe summished thes workor without 
charge by the farmer, in «addition to the money wage. Those items are termed 
"perquisites". The totel compensation of hired workers who ere furnished 
perquisitcs is greater than their cash waecs. from tHe scocond nationsl. survey; 
informetion will bo avail«.ble on the averacc vakue of perqussitcs meceived: by 
workers paid at the variovs.tyocs of vege rotcS. MtiL the information. is 


mane ide 


i) Pana A 
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“United Vote, : North (7 ue 
“States ..$ east Central : oy 
-. Percent Porcent Percent Forcents Fanon 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
31.9 46.6, 22 een 
B61 150 f Ob 
14.0 Bar Ps eens 10.3 
AZ. Bon! : 60.6 
206 36: 361 
ae ay 1.2 


56.6 - | 83.8 
103 | 11.9 
Reh: | nay) 
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“A/ Including Berenice Pee and ennual Lratese 
2/ Including some workers receiving one meal.per day; ‘the oroportion of workers 
receiving one meal per day was quite small in every region except the Pouthe 
Two or morc regular meals per (aye 
a than 0.05 percents 


from enumerctive sample survey of the Bureau of 


available, cash wage rates have been further classified into those which carry 
with them two or more regular meals per day and those which do note . Most of 

the workers recciving two or more meals a day also were furnished lodging in the 
farm operator's house or in a bunk house or were provided a scparaté house. 


The practice of furnishing meals free to workers varios greatly by regions. 
Slightly over half of all hircd firm workers in the ‘orth Central States werc 
furnished two or more reguler meals ver day by the furm .opctator, while in the 
South only 12 percent were furnished two or more regular méals. For tho North— 
east the proportion was 44 percent and for the Tiest 16 percent These regional 
differences are only partly explained by the greater euorlons of regular 
workcrs in the two northern regions. In the North Central Region, there is 4 
stronger tradition of furnishing mcols to the hircd man. - 


In the South, the great proportion of Negro hired workers account in part 
for the low percentage furnished’ meals. In‘the ‘“wcst, the concentration of hired 
workers on large-scale farms, which morc ncarly approximate situations in é 
industry, ond higher cash wage mere re factors associated: Ath ‘tne, Lor propor 
tion of hired farm workers recciving meals 

Month rates paid hired farm workers tho ‘vere not firkaah od imeals averaged 
almost {100per morth in the third week of March 1945 (table 20). The average 
month ratcs in the Northeast and North Central States were very close to the 
Unitcd States aU ee a 78 EO ond $98.20 per month, while the South had a much 
Lower averaze rate of 465.60 per month and the i & much higher averesze rate 
of $151.00. For farm auras hired at monthly rates who were furnished meals, 
as cash wage-rate everaged 32.20 per month less ee for those not furnished 

meals, In the South thé-differcnte was only $21.80 i ee cash rate per month, 
Mhilo in the Northeast, workers furnished mals were = id $42.70 less per nae 
than those not furnished meals. 


“orkers hired at weekly rates without meals had higher basic rates than 
those hircd at month rates (without meals) in the Northeast and South, almost 
the same in the West, but somewhat lower in the North Contr "al. The average rate 
per weck for workers not furnished meals was 521.60 for the comtry as 2 whole, 
varying from $16.30 in the South to 631.70 in the Vest. It should be noted that 
these apply only to the groups of Workers nired at weekly rates, less than 6 
percent of the total. In overy rerion the ever gc weckly cash wages camed by 
ait hired workers were considerably less than the rate for workers paid by the 

wook. For example, an avcrage of y11.20 in cash wages per weck was cared by 4bu 
eas workers: in the South end $27.20 in the west. 


In most regions, hired workers not furnished mcals who are paid hourly 
rates reecived the el ah basic rates of pay, those paid monthly retcs the next 
highest, those naid wee ee: its third highcst and those oaid day ratcs the 
lowest. 5/ The United Stat 8 average day rate without meals of $2.65 involves 


1 


5/ Thais type of comparison of rates is )not possible) far piece raves, \ bub 
special surveys of harvest 1 bor in special crop arcas during 1945 indivane that 
workers paid picce rates oftcn rcccive more than those paid hourly rates, 


Table 20.-Average 
MLC, 
Area 


United States 


Northeast 
North Contral 
South 

Best 
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a basic rate of pay much lower than the average rate per hour without meals of 

oi cents, This is due in part to the heavier weighting of the South in the day— 
rate average and the heavier weichting of the West in the hour-rate average. ve 
Except in the Northeast, however, the avo vage hourly rate is high enough to 

yeild daily earnings equal to the average day rates with only about 6 hours of 
Work» 


Only in the South were there sufficient numbers of female and nonwhite 
workers to examine differences in rates paid them. Seventy-two percent of all 
nonwhite hired farm workers in the South and 46 percent of all female workers 
were paid either day or hour rates, without meals furnished (table 21). Non- 
white males were paid day rates which averaged $2.20, or 18 percent lower than 
the "2.60 average for white males (table 22). Hourly rates for nonwhite males 
averaged almost the same as those for white males, 38 cents as compared with 39 
centse Femaie hired workers in the South were paid definitely lower day and hour 
rates than males, ‘he majority of females paid those rates were nonwhite workers, 
but their averages of $1.80 per day and 30 cents per hour were considerably below 
the corresponding averages for nomvhite male workers » 


Table 21.—Percentage distribution of hired farm workers by type of wage rate, 
South, March 1945 
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| Toluca some workers receivirg one meel ; per day; the proportion of all 
w rkers receiving one beet per cay was quite Smal in aia region Pree ahs 
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Hourly rates paid hircd workers show greater conecntration cbout the 
average then other rates, in Bet cascs. In tho cst, 69 percent of hircd | 
workers recciving hourly ratcs without meals were paid between 65 and 74 cents 
en hour (table 25). The greatest proportion of workers whose hourly. rates fell 
in ony ton-cent intervel was 45 percont between 55 and 64 ccnts in the North 
Central, 37 percent botiecn ‘45 and $4 cents in the Northeast, cnd 53 percent 
botwcon 35 2nd 44 cénts!in tho South. 

Tanle 25.—Percentaze distribution of hired ferm workers, paid hour retes 
Vithout meals furnished yi by amount of cash wage rate, 
United Stetes and ma jor regions, Morch 1945 
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ibys Inclucing some workers receiving one meal per. day; the provortion of all 
workers receiving one meal per day was quite small in every region except the 
South. 

2/. Under 30 cents 
B/. Under 40. cents. 
Lf 55 cents and 
by 605 cents and over. 
6/ 75 cents and over, 


“stimates based on data from enumcrative sample survey. of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Sceonomics. 
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Tablo 26.—Percentage distribution of hired farm workers by specificd percuisite 
items reccived, United Stetcs and major regions, lorehs LOA) 
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a/ In addition to these items, many workers received other types of perquisites, 
More detailed infomation om perauisites, will be published in @ later reporte | 
ey. Including some workers receiving one meal per day; the proportion of workers 
receiving one meal per day was cuite small in every region cxeept the South. 

3/ Two or more regular meals per daye - 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics» 
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Table 20e-Percentage distriovtion of hirca farn workers in herch 1945. on) farms 
ronorting specifica wage expenditures in 1944, by expected duration 
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APPENDIX A, 


= te 
COMPA RATELITY OF SURVEY 


ESTIMATES “JI TH 


OTHER AVAILABLE STATISTICS 


The three national enumerative surveys of farm wages 
March, May, and September "1945 ere a new part.of the ‘Bureau of Agricultural 
Heonomics farm wage statistics work. 


There are important 


and wage rates’ in 


difforonces in the 


nature of the wage data obtained in these surveys from data previously available, 


reporte 


1. Individual workcr 


An important 
is tuet: wage 


rand 
re) 


SsurVve) 


issued BAY seriés. on’ f 


average reported for his locality by ccch of a group of farmers 
ere Sent 


Reporters ," .ho 


There are’ sevci 


depa 
and r 


These differences are discussed in this Appendix to 
interpretation of the néw survey Se apols which have been presented in this 


‘ 


basis’ for averave wage rates 
Amelie from erevious farm. we 


ace ratcos on an andividua 
farm wage rates, the averages 


Lo 


mail questionnaires. 


afford a basis for correct 


ee) statistics. in the new 


Glated information is obtaincd from the farmer for each 
hired wor er employed on his farm during the rcporting week 
computation of eles wa 


Alig sis; 
workcr une. 
presented ‘are 


permits the 

In” the regularity 
‘esod on«an: : 

knovwm?.aS "Grop 


on is obtained on an individual 


An important one is that. the farmers': 


> Oy ‘al reasons why ege informati 

hie farm and worker basis in the nev surveys.. 
answers provide data on something which has actually occurred — his ovm empoloying 
Of an individual atia specified ware rete in a 


report this more accur 
other farms. 


rat 


Wooly bhan th Ne Level of ah 


arm 


specified week. 


The’ farmer can 
wage rates being paid on 


Another reason for obtaining information on wage ratcs vaid incividual 
-orkers is to’ get the distribution of workers by amount of wage rate, in order 


aericul ture. 


2e Hourly and daily 


“farm during that-weck, 
converting any type of 
Oniaverage wage can be 
Ponce, in turn, this 
classified 


Certain technica 
“computation of these 
“case of most farm wage 


oe 
P] 


In the new surveys, 
wages recoived during the reporting week by each hired worker employed on the 


according to 


wage cost. to farmers. and )the) ware 
yan average weighted by time vorked at 
) wage costs to thc farmer per hour or day of hircd labor. 
Dea AREA n . p 


aa Show wage rate variation as well os wage rate 
provide a,picture of the wage structure in egriculture. 
meee Deen available for a:long’ tithe 


vivalent cash 


information is obtained 


in addition to the worker's 
rate into its hourly or 
computed for _ ¢roup: of. 
yermits wage comparisons 

ig Beme 
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ats: 


‘1 questions 
aVeCrare, cquLy 
staristias, 
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dent hourly and 
“vorace Wages 
ancome toifarm J 


ch 


ee 


AVECVFALUS « 


wages for varying tyoes of rates 


ae 


Le Dorers. 
that wage provides the best measure of 


These distributions 


‘Similar information 


for nonagricultural industries, but not for 


on the time worked and cash 


vwape rate. This permits 


daily cquivalent cash wage so that 
workers paid different. types of 
emong groups of hircd workers 
race, type of work, duration of employment, 
etc. which are cssential for analysis of wage diffcrentials in agriculture. 


have arisen in the mtter of method of 


daily cash wages. As in ‘the 
used both to indicate the 
‘Fox, the, first ugews 


Vw 


For the second use, 


a) 


ened Ms ; : oe 


the idcal average would be one Weighted by the workers recciving cach level 

of wages, providing it involved no duplication of workers who work for wages on 
more than one farm during the weck, sinee the purpose of the average is to 
summarize the distribution of workers by amount of wages received. Information 
on wagcs and time worked obtaincd- from reports of farmers for workers hired by 
the farmer during a specified weck provides the basis for the first type of 
averages For the second type, namely, an average weighted by workers, employer 
reports may not be satisfactory, since a farmer's report on any hired worker ‘ 
who workcd on two farms during the weck is in cffcct weighted twice as much as 
it should be, and his rcport on these workers who worked on three’ or more farms 
is even more heavily overwcighted. Thc cverweighting would not lead to.any bias 
if it were not for'the fact that the workers who are .overweighted are usually 
scasonal workers who work for very short periods et higher hourly wages. 


For the weex of March 18-24, 1945, the differmces between average hourly 
and daily cash wegos woighted by time worked and the average weichted by workers 
(including the unavoidable duplication of workers who worked on more than one 
farm during the \eck) werc not-very great. The letter type of overiegc is 
higher because scasonal workers who average fewer hours per weck on Gne farm 
have higher hourly wages and usually higher daily wagcs than regular workers. 
Table 32 shows the two types of averagcs for males and females by regions. The : 
differences are not great in March, but similar averages for seasons of the year . 
when seasonal work is more prevalent would probably be greater. Also, the 
unknovm amcunt of duplication involved in the tiorker weighted average would be 
greater because a greatcr number of hired workers cre used on two or more farms 
during .ayweek in a more active part, of the agricultural season. 4 


Atl but one of the tables on hourly and daily wagcs in the body of this 
report show averages wcighted by time worked, rather than by workers. In one 
table directly rclated to. age and sex of the workers, and to distributions of ; 
wages of individual workers, the worker-weighted averages werc \showm (table 11 )7 am 
Both types of averares have certain advantages, but the duvolication involved 
in the sccond type may prove to be important encugh in the more active part 
of the scason to meen that its edoption for general use would not» be advisable; 


3. Iypes of wage rates Riad p 


The historical series of the Bureau of Agriculture1 Economics on farm 
wage rates have included four types which are used in construction of the index’ 
of farm wage ratcs -- rates per month with and without board end rates per day 
with and without board. These series on month and day rates cover directly 
5405 percent of the hired workers in Merch 1945 and’ indirectly an additional 
percentage (table 19). 1/ In the Northeast and liest, thé moss prevalent rates 
in March have net been included in the series - weekly rates in the Northeast me 
(received by 36.1 percene of hired workers) and hourly rates in the Lest : 
imeccived by 60.6 pertent)..3/ 


i/ Picce rates are indirectly covered through an instruction ot the Crop 
Reported to anclude avcrage daily carnings of vaece workers in reporting the 
average day rate. In March 1945, S.2 percent of the workers covered in the 
survey were paid piece rates. 

2/ Some indirect influcnce of hourly rates on the reported day rates may arise 
in situetions where the respondents convert hourly rates to an equivalent day — 
rate. However,Crop Reporters are not instructed to make such a conversione mace 
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a approxinately 39, 000 owston Usa ed since hare of : ma sohinery or 


notes based on deta wee enwuere. tive sample survey of the Bureau “ Agricul ant 
) 


eRe eh oe 
Because "board" has not been defined, avcrage rates in the historical ; 

scrics are not preciscly comparable with those obtained from the new SUIVCYSe 

Since most torkers (SMpercent) who rceeeived 2 or more regular meals per day also 

received lodging or housing, their rates of pay can be used for approximate , 

comparisons with the "with board” rates of the historical) series’. ' 


The classification of wage rates for a givm unit of time into those with 
meals furnishcd and those without meals is only tentetive. The criterion or 
criteria of classification should be chosen which best separates workers 
receiving a. higher value of nonmoney wage from those receiving a lower value. 

A special study cn value of Peete in conncction with the May national 
survey will provide information for determining the criteria. For example, if it 
4s found that workers recciving a housc but not meals have ean average value of 
perquisites more similar te that for workers recciving meals than to that for . a 
workers not receiving meals or a house, their ratcs may be grouped with those © 

for workers receiving mcals in computing NVCTALCS e 


Information on the distribution of workers receiving various types of 5 

sire rates ot different scasons of the ycar will be uscd to determine basic 

age rate classifications from the new waze surveys. The number should be kept 
as small “as possible, but the group should cover ritcs received by as large a 
proportion of the workers as poss sable ye Certain types of ratcs relating to ae 
different time units can be combined for the series if they carry similar basic 6 
rates of: pay “hen adjusted for differences in time unit. For example, it is 
possible that weckly rates might dé convertod to a monthly—caquivalent basis and 
be combined with the pees | rates; also, picce rates might be converted to an) y 
hourly eamings basis and comin a with hourly rates. Since.the results in Marche ® 
Showed that hourly rates sore basically the highest of all time rates ond davis 
rates were basically the Lowest, these two types of ratcs should probably not ™ 
be combined. The March results sugecst that the following 4 series could be 
developed from the new survey data which would cover 89.1 percent of the rates 
received by hired workers in March 1945. 


Morith with meals (or major perquisites) (including monthly 
equivalent of weekly rates) 

Month without meals (including monthly—cquivalent of weekly rates) 

Days without meals 

Hour without meals (including hourly—cquivalent of piece rates; these 
equivalents will supplement such specific picce rate data as are 
available). 


4. Coverage of hired farm workers underlying w estimates 


age 


The wage statistics in this report relate to hired farm workers as 
defined in this section, with differcnces noted between the hired farm employment 
uiderlying these estimatcs and other data or estimates on hired farm employment. 
In these surveys, cveryone was considercd a hircd workcr whe did any farm work = 
for cash wages on the reporting farms during the week of Warch 18-24. ° There is 
Little question about who is a hired farm worker in the majority of Cae but - 
there are a number of marginal or borderlinc situations. 


Meter a person should be nonardaved as a hired farm worker ae a 
e period: (1) the nature of the work, (2) the type of remuneration fon 
and (3) the amount’ of work. -Farm work in the nev wage surveys Was 
Somewhat broadly; including maintenance and repair of farm buildings and 
VY, preparation of farm products for market done on the farm, but exclud— 
es collar employees, such as bookkeepers and typists on large farms, or 
illed mMorkers, such as stone masons or well- drillers. 


ea doing ee, work were considered "hirea farm workers" if they were 
paid cash wages during the weel. For example, if a son of the farmer did 
‘Some farm chores regularly each day, put also worked for cash wages on one or two 
cars Rane the week he was considered a hired farm worker. If a sharecropper or 
1b of the farm overator did any work’ during the week for pay on the landlord's 
m, he was considered a hired farm worker. However, if a person worked © 
he farm, but did not receive cash Wages, pene remunerated ‘rith house, 
ng, food products, or some small’ share of the erons or lives tock, he was 
iassified as a hired farm worker. If a farmer reported that he had some 
m work doné on his farm during ne week, the worker or workers involved °' 
considered hired farm workers and Tao ea in the employment estimates. 
rer, if the wage rate paid them included the rent of machinery, eqipment, 
vestock, these vage’ rates and wages earned were svecifically-: identified. 
he Ischednle and were not used in obt taining averages, because they included’ 
muneration for Services other, than labor. 


ne rep sorts 1 were obtained on each person who did any hired farm “work. at 
Bo G. the Eat farm during the reporting week, the rcsulting employment — 
levels” differ in cervain respects from other statistics on hired farm employment 
ere is no exclusion of persons working less than 2 days on the reporting farm’ — 
he new surveys, although such an exclusion is called for in the establishment 
rts of the recent Censuses of Aericulture and the 34E emaloyment series based 
ormation from Crop Reporters, All establishment—reported statistics 
ding those from the new wage surveys) differ from employment statistics 
from a classifieation of all the population, such as used in the 1940 © 
oper pret RK 1 pate ens Census main force series. Establishment © 
a duplicate count of porsons who 


The following instruction was given to enumerators. rete eee is work done 
arm, on a custom, contract, or other basis, in connection with the 
etion (for home use orifor sale), harvesting, preparation for market. or 
rery to market of agricultural sroducts. Work done on the farm by a farm # 
ean construction, repair, maintenance, or improvement of farm buildings, 
chincry, etc., is to be included as farm work. However, do not include 
as that of a skilled carpenter or stone mason hired to construct a 
ding, or the work of a well-driller ongaged in drilling a well for a : 
r the Work of a commercial truckcr in hauling agricultural products to © 
Do not include as farm vork any housework, or canning primarily for home 
For the purge. of this ee ae are to be considered as 


back me shed located ion sb acm or ‘operated by this farmer” ie 
‘ing produce frome his own farm." i 


ee which would mean a different classification of ‘those 
population and labor force serics. Lf . ‘ 


to the level’ of any other series. Nevertheless, ie cents of one roa 
number of hired workers in the United States S, March ‘18-24, from the nev: 
is very close to the estimate for April 1 in the Bureau-of Agricultural 
-serics on farm employment based on inform.tion from Crop Revorters (table. 
However, there is.a difference in coverage between the two cstimctes, since 
persons working less than 2 days during the week are excluded in the Crop f 
Reporter serics. Other factors involved in the differences between the ° 
orc estimeves. are the differences ain enn and estimating procedures, « 

in the week to which the cstimates rclate, and the use of an explicit de 
of farm work in cos enumerative Bue ta! The ae ae estimates | derives 


ae tHe durée: of pee Re Economics on the current noesurencnt of ¢ agri 
employment. Medes GBS 
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5. Differentiation of "regular" and "seasonal" hired farm workers | 
Differentiation of hired farm workers into scasonal and regular 
and inform tion on the wages and wage rates of these two groups have n 
previously been available. The Census of Agriculture supplicd informa: 
numbers of workers "hired by month" and by the day or week, and also ii 


on the total wages paid during a vear to such groups of soeenn oe For want 
direct information, the report on workers hired by the month hes frequen 


rather the duration of his employment on one farm. A great part of ag 

work is "seasonal." For example, land preparation is seasonal work in #1 
spring, cultivating is scasonal work in late spring and éarly summer, and ha 
operations are scasonal work, usually later in the year. 411 of these op 
may be performed on ccrtain farms by regular workers who are cmploycd. for a 

Woeehne greater part of the year, while any of the opcrations may be berfommes 
other farms by seasonal workers hired for only a limited time. 

workers cannot be classified ee Bhan and Rasa eet ae to the t 
farm work ae ee one ba 


ive have work for cach of ae roreaede 

_ grouping workers into several classes 2s shown in the patigeelin . 
_iength of time work.on this farm will be available for them, res gardlcss: 
whether they choose to stay on thc farm or seck somo other job. : 
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4/7 Another minor difference in coverage of peed woken Ss is “that. Ce 
griculture exclude persons under 14 years of dee, asido the populati 
force scrics, Mee) tho ‘igo ore end the Hs cries have no excl si 
the pasis of aoc: of tht rm 
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APPENDIX B as | A 


METHOD OF MAKING THE SURVEY 


The three national surveys of form wages and wage rates in March, Mayy 
and September 1945 made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics were enumerative 
surveys, each involving visits by enumerators to a sample of 20,000 farm 2 
operators throughout the countrye . 


eo pesien of Vole sanple J 


The sample of, farm operators for enumeration in the wage survey Was 
selected in two steps. First a sample of 158 countics throughout the country was é 
chosen and next a sample of farm operators in each of these counties was chosene . 
Sampling methods were used in choosing the 158 counties to permit the development — be 
of cstimates both by 4 major regions composed of groups of States,as shown in 
table 1. and also for 7 major bype-cf—farming regions in the country. af The 
methods provided for representation of the various geographic areas of the country 
and also for representation of groups of countics classified according to their 
agricultural characteristics. The 158 countics sclected include 101 countics 
used as a gencral—purpose sample ‘by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 57 
additional counties covered in the form Wage SUrVvcySe NE 


The distribution among regions of the 101 counties of the gcneral—purpose { 
sample is approximatcly tne same as the percentage distribution of ferms among 4 
regions. As the Northeast and ticst each have only bout 10 percent of the farms 
of ‘the country, they have only «bout 10 vercent each of the 101 sample counties 
as compared with about 45 percent in the South and 35 percent in the North Centrale 
Therefore, to obtain satisfactory cstimatcs by regkons, it was necessary to add 
to the number of sample counties in the Northeast and West. This meant that 


wt 
* 


sampling was done at a heavier rate in the Northeast and west, regions’ in which - 
hired farm workers make up larger yrovortions of the ontire farm working force 
than in the case of other regions. . The 158 counties included in the survey 

are shovm in the attached mape 


1/ ‘Viage estimates by major type-of-farming regions will be presented in a 
later reporte . 
2/For detailed accounts of the methods used in selecting the countics, see the 
following mimcograpned publications of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics: 
"The Bureau of Agricultural Economics General-Purpose Sample of LOW 
Countics" 
"Tochnical Supplement to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics General 
Purpose Sample of i101 Counties" 
"The Burcau of Agricultural Economics, Special—Purpose Sample of 158 
Countics for Farm—.age Suryoys" 
Sce also Margaret Jarman Hagood and Eleanor H. Borncrt,. "Component Indexes 
as a Basis for Stratification in Sampling ," Journal of the Amcridan Statistical 7 
Association, September 1945. 4s 
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After the samole count ies Ae ae roarplane rates hip tore! 
vithin the countics were cetcrmined in such a vay as to-make the results solf- 
veienting within cacn chante region and to provide tmt ‘reports would. ‘be obtained 
on a sufficient number of hired workers ot afford ware ‘estim tes by regions.. 
“hen the vereentage of farms to bes od in cach of the 158 counties had bee: 
determined, tho sclection of these ae was mode cecsrdadint to the mastcr sample 

n 


o> 
is 
re 


techniaves. 3/ For cach county a nap % s preparcd with a cortain ire. ction ora. 
the arca of the county desimnated as ga ae Sscements™ 4 for the survey. These 
MADS VT Ser os 


senb to the local supervisors in ihe county with the instruction that 
é for tebe included in) the survey which kad its headquarters ben midenl eg 
the dcsienated sample segments. 


2... pnuncrative Procedures 


For cech of the 158 countics includod in the wage surveys aan 
or omployed who, clong with one or. more -cnumeracors., 


supcrvis x 
in the senmple “tnd 2bteined the age information. lhatcrials 


form Opcere GONG fe 

Gupolicd these supervisors and anunerators includcd, in addition to the maps, 
schedules uscd in the survey and explicit instructions on che ‘“inforne tion 
desired <nd on now to proesca- ts geb’ the pecee oh on. The Cnumcrators started 
Visiting the sompic formers on the. Monday foll xving tho week fort Nich tae report io 
on Vages wasta bo ebtaineds) The vie2 ey hove Sak C eae in a counts! Were aaa 
usuoll*; comoldtcd within Ll or 2 weeks. 


3. Reliability of Sample Estimates 


. 


Tho numbcr of farns surveyed, the number reporting hired labor, end thes 
} , \ 


nunber of hired workers reported: arc shown in table 34, along with the expansion ™ 
factors used in cach region. The cxponsion factors ane the ‘heavier nates of aS 


sampling in the Northeast and the Bee vnere 1 sub of every 97 and 1 out.of” 
every 134 farms vere sempled than in the North Central end the South wacre only 


Moubeof every 392 and-1 om oF every 2a terms fone sampled. 


Tho number of hired workers revorbed on the scmphe, farms in each repion 
variod from 995 in the NewiH Central £0 2,164 im tho cst. These arc the. sample 
ProgucncLcs a which the averages shor. in the various .tables throughout this. 
rovort have been computcd. In wipst eases cach table contdining aversges. is 
eccempeniod ae toble showing the »vorcontage which workers underlying cach aver 
ago Gompriso of the region's total hired cuployment. This percentage can. be 3 
tokcn of the number of workers in the sa wyoLe showm in table 34 to indicate the 
numbor of workers involved in any average. In gencral the averages have not been 
show whore the number of vworcors in the grovp is less than 100, olthou igh ‘thore 
arc certain ckxccptions whore avcragcs ‘are show for fewer than 100 workers. No’ 


adjustments heve been imposed on any of the osbimates shovm an this raporte 


3/ ‘Tac actual drawing of the sample vAthin the countics was donc by the 
Boeorsvical Laboratony at Ames, Loraae for description of the: Mastor Sanp 
techniques, sce A. J. King, and R. Je Jessén, "The Master Sample ar: coe 
1D. Devolopment ond Use, II. Design," © gourmat of the. American’: Statistical © : 
Association, March 1945 and R. J. Jessen and Hh. Be Houseman, "Statistical 
WYnvestiestions cf Farm Samole Surveys taken in fora, Florida end California," — 
Pereooperavive pulletin of Towa Acricvl tural Experiment Sta abi, Burcau of forte 
cultural Economics, and works “Projoct Administ ration, ieee Tova, dunc 1944.55 
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